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Foreword 



P ablo Picasso once observed, “Every child is an artist. The problem is how 
to remain an artist once he grows up.” One of our jobs as educators is 
to nurture our students’ creativity and knowledge. To achieve this goal, 
the California Department of Education and the California State Board of 
Education are pleased to present the Visual and Performing Arts Framework for 
California Public Schools , Kindergarten Through Grade Twelve (2004), which 
will help educators provide students with a solid foundation in the arts. 

This framework is based upon the visual and performing arts content 
standards adopted in January 2001. The framework incorporates the content 
standards for dance, music, theater, and visual arts and defines the five strands 
of an arts program: artistic perception; creative expression; historical and cul- 
tural context; aesthetic valuing; and connections, relationships, and applications. 

This framework is especially noteworthy for its inclusion of the multifaceted 
role of media and electronic technology in the arts. California is an international 
leader in the technology and entertainment industries; providing our students 
with an education in the arts supports our state’s future and our economy. 

It should also be recognized that the importance of the arts extends into 
other areas of schooling. A 1999 study from the Arts Education Partnership 
indicated that students with higher levels of arts involvement were more likely 
to be high achievers on tests, were less likely to drop out by grade ten, and were 
more engaged with learning during the school day. 

We ask that all education stakeholders — including families, artists, 
community groups, and representatives of museums, galleries, colleges, and 
universities — collaborate with schools to ensure that students have a variety of 
experiences for imagining, exploring, and creating the visual and performing 
arts. California leads the nation and the world in the arts, and this framework 
will ensure that we continue our prominence in arts education. 
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